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ABSTRACT

Ingenious Management of Small Schools and Enrichment
of Distance Education in Thailand:
Lessons from the Policies for Upgrading Educational
Environment in Downsizing Schools

Ayumi KAWAMAE, Hokkaido University of Education
Takehiro ONO, Part-time Lecturer, Hokkaido University
of Education

This study indicates applicable viewpoints from distance
education practices in the small schools of Thailand to
contribute to upgrading the educational environment
in downsizing schools due to declining birthrates and
aging population in Japan. In the current educational
situation under the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, most of
the schools in the world were shut down and shifted
drastically to provide alternative learning environment
and opportunities. Conventional distance education
focuses on challenges of physical distance between
teachers and learners; however, it needs to be shifted to
ensure a safe and secure learning environment on a daily
basis. By reviewing the Thai experiences including the
national distance education project, this paper discusses
applicable viewpoints to the Japanese challenges to
the upgrading current educational environment and
mentions for needs of a further study.

Keywords :

Distance Education in Thailand, Distance Learning
Television (DLTV), Multigrade Class, Multigrade
Teaching (MGT), Ingenious Management of Small
Schools in Thailand
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